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he and Eugene laid the blame for the breakdown
of negotiations on the Dutch, which was entirely
unfair. For the Dutch were only acting as the
mouthpieces of the Allies and consented to the
far-reaching character of the " preliminaries "
only out of deference to the British Whig Govern-
ment and in the hope of thereby obtaining a
guarantee of their Barrier. Maryborough became
equally critical of the demand for the three
Spanish towns and thought that the better plan
would be for the Allies to make a separate treaty
with the French, which would prevent them
" playing tricks," and then themselves concentrate
their war efforts against Spain. He optimistically
thought that they could drive Philip out of Spain
in six months if his grandfather ceased to help
him.

Marlborough's attitude to the diplomatic nego-
tiations of 1709 therefore differed from that of the
Government of which he was a leading member.
He differed from the Whigs over their desire to
conclude a Barrier Treaty with the Dutch, and
neglected his instructions on this point; he
differed from them in his belief that if the Dutch
were once guaranteed their Barrier, they would
immediately desert the Grand Alliance ; and he
differed from them as to the best method of
driving Philip of Anjou from Spain. At the same
time he had become so accustomed to deferring to
other people that whatever confidential views he
might express he never exerted himself to enforce
his own point of view on his own Government.
Thus it was by sins of omission rather than of
commission that Marlborough helped to prolong